


National Conservatoire of Wales

Royal Welsh College of 
Music & Drama



Just how big (small) is the UK?



Wales and Cardiff

• Cardiff Airport has over 50 direct 

routes and more than 900 

connecting destinations 

worldwide

• Fast, direct rail service to 

Paddington from Heathrow 

Airport

• Train journey time from London to 

Cardiff is 2 hours



Wales

Wales was voted one of 

the world’s top 10 

must-visit countries by 

Rough Guides and 

Lonely Planet.

Cardiff came out as 

Europe’s third best 

capital city to live in, 

above London, 

according to a recent EU 

survey.



The Brecon 
Beacons

Timeless vistas

Only 45 minutes outside 

Cardiff you can find 

complete peace and 

solitude, as well as some 

challenging climbing. 

After all the SAS (our 

version of the Navy 

Seals) use Pen Y Fan 

(one of the Beacons) for 

their training. 



Further 
Afield
Also only an hour or so away 

you will find some truly 

stunning beaches. 

Both Harbour beach and 

Rhossili Bay have been voted 

best beach in Europe.

In 2017 Rhossili bay was 

declared one of the ten best 

beaches in the world, 

alongside Hawaii, Miami and 

The British Virgin Islands. 

The Pembrokeshire Coast 

came second in a National 

Geographic poll of the top 10 

best 'coastal destinations' in 

the world.



Cardiff

Capital city of Wales.

What makes it so special 

is its mix of old and new 

culture, its vibrant food 

scene, its major events 

and, as you have seen, 

the beautiful 

countryside on its 

doorstep.

It is a capital city that 

you can cycle across in 

30 minutes.



Cardiff 
Bay
The largest waterfront 

development in Europe, 

Cardiff Bay is home to the 

Wales Millennium Centre.

Its 1900 seat theatre 

welcomes a constant flow of 

West End musicals and other 

major touring productions. 

It is also home to the world-

famous Welsh National Opera 

company as well as the BBC 

National Orchestra of Wales 

whose Hoddinott Hall is 

housed within this landmark 

building. 



The 
Principality 
Stadium
This iconic building houses 

major sporting events such 

as the Rugby World Cup.

It is also home to regular 

concerts given by major 

artists – in the last five 

years it has hosted, 

amongst others, Ed 

Sheeran, Cold Play, Robbie 

Williams, Beyoncé, Justin 

Bieber, Rihanna, Bruce 

Springsteen, and The 

Rolling Stones.



Shopping

Weaving through the city is 

nearly a kilometre of 

arcades, dating back to 

Victorian and Edwardian 

times. Inside you can find 

independent shops, family-

run cafés, cute boutiques 

and even the world’s oldest 

record shop, Spillers 

Records. You can find high-

end stores and well-known 

brands in the large, modern 

mall, St David’s, just five 

minutes from the arcades.



You Are 
Here
The Royal Welsh College of 

Music & Drama is located in 

the heart of Cardiff, close to 

the historical buildings of 

the City Hall and the 

National Museums and 

Galleries of Wales. Backing 

on to beautiful Bute Park, 

the College can probably 

boast the largest gardens of 

any college in the world!



Cardiff 
Castle
Originally the Royal Welsh 

College of Music & Drama 

was based in this part of 

the castle.

And today, two of the 

conservatoire’s recital 

rooms are housed within 

the Anthony Hopkins 

Centre – an award-winning 

restoration of the Castle’s 

historical stable block.



Cardiff 
Castle

Originating from Roman 

times, Cardiff Castle sits 

right in the middle of the 

city, only a few hundred 

feet from the college.



An Iconic 
Setting

The College offers students a 

world-class training 

environment at the heart of 

the thriving Welsh capital.

Faculties include:

• Stage Management

• Theatre Design

• Music Theatre

• Music

• Drama

• Opera



Visiting 
Artists

The College attracts 

leading international 

artists, providing 

opportunities for students 

to learn 

up-close from some of the 

world’s most renowned 

performers. 

Rehearsing, performing, 

inspiring, educating and 

sharing the excitement of 

live performance. 



Full-time and 
short-course 
study

Programmes include Bachelor’s, 

and Master’s degrees, 

Postgraduate Diplomas and 

Advanced Artists’ Diplomas as 

well as a Doctoral programme.

If you are studying for a full 

degree in a country outside the 

EU, our Study Abroad (JYA) 

programmes offer you the 

opportunity to study at RWCMD 

for 1 or 2 terms (12 or 24 weeks), 

or for a full year.

Study Abroad students are based 

within the relevant department 

and follow an intensive pathway 

for a unique learning experience.



Offering, and 
expecting 
the best…

The College has close 

relationships with great 

musicians such as 

conductor Carlo Rizzi. 

Working with such 

outstanding artists 

brings something very 

special to our students’ 

education.



Performance 
Opportunities

RWCMD offers arguably 

the most performance 

opportunities to its 

students of any UK 

conservatoire. 

The Symphony Orchestra 

regularly performs in St 

David’s Hall, which has 

been called one of the 

world’s top 10 concert 

halls.



An Iconic 
Setting

The College’s stunning 

architecture includes the 

award-winning Dora 

Stoutzker Hall. This 400+ 

seat chamber music 

recital hall has built an 

international reputation 

for its fine acoustic and 

for the packed 

programme of events it 

offers. 



Performance 
Opportunities

The College hosts well 

over 300 events each year 

including:

Solo recitals, such as in 

our Steinway Piano series, 

String quartets, recently 

including Allegri, Albion 

and Emerson.

Vocalists, including Cardiff 

Singer of the World

Jazz and world music

Opera and Orchestral



A place to 
make 
friends

The College’s impressive 

entrance space features a 

three-storey, glass-walled 

foyer, with an open air 

terrace overlooking the 

beautiful parks surrounding 

Cardiff Castle. 

The popular foyer has regular 

jazz and chamber music 

performances and students 

and guests mingle before 

taking in a concert or a 

theatrical performance in the 

Richard Burton Theatre.  



Out and 
about.

The College’s 

performance 

programme takes in 

many outside venues, 

perhaps most excitingly 

the showcases 

performed at 

Buckingham Palace for 

our patron His Royal 

Highness the Prince of 

Wales. 



A truly 
vocational 
training
Our string department is 

particularly well-known for 

three main areas of 

teaching.

Firstly, orchestral studies. 

Our innovative orchestral 

programme is delivered in 

partnership with Cardiff’s 

BBC National Orchestra of 

Wales and the Orchestra of 

Welsh National Opera. 



Chamber 
Music
Our staff include many 

professional chamber 

musicians, who are 

members of well-known 

trios and quartets. 

In addition we have a list of 

ensembles in association 

whose regular visits provide 

further inspiration for our 

chamber ensembles.



Historical 
Performance 

Increasingly a crucial skill for anyone 

wanting to enter the music 

profession, a knowledge of style and 

historical performance practices are 

very comprehensively taught at 

RWCMD. This includes regular 

ensembles performing and touring 

far afield, and strong associations 

with amazing performers such as 

world-renowned baroque violinist 

Rachel Podger.



Wider 
Recognition

In 2016 I was honoured to 

be presented with a 

prestigious National 

Teaching Fellowship for my 

work with the string 

department at RWCMD.

If you would like to know 

more please just email me 

simon.jones@rwcmd.ac.uk

Or via twitter

@earlymuso

It has been a real pleasure 

meeting you all!!!!

mailto:simon.jones@rwcmd.ac.uk

